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Abstract

Over the last few decades, the Holy City of Makkah has experienced massive urban transformations that
resulted in economic and social changes. As a result of these transformations, depopulations have occurred in the
City center whereas over populations have taken place at the marginal districts of the city such as Al-Awali
district. The translocation of Umm Al-Qura University Campus from the center of the City into AlAwali District
was a typical example of depopulation while these significant changes. In slums areas outside the border of Al-
Haram region of the city was s salient example of unplanned spatial urban expansion.

This research has demonstrated that the comprehensive spatial survey became a necessity for conducting
detailed urban studies on the marginal areas around the city. In addition, the distinctive geographic locations of
the district along with its characteristic spatial capabilities enabled the opportunity for providing solutions of
various urban planning problems. Form the landuse point of view, the majority of slums are dominated by the re-
creation activities because of the administrative facilities offered by governmental authorities along with
establishing some landuse that are related to the recreation activities. The research handled as well the
transportation issue for commuting the students from - and to - the campus of Umm Al-Qura University in Al-

Awali District. One of the research recommendations as well was protecting the slums area from the potential
flash flood hazards that frequently occurred in the main active channel of Wadi Uranah.
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